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Faith, Works, and Praxis: 
Emergent Post-Colonialism and the Catholic Church in North America 
 
The Center: 
Jesuit Weekly Magazine, 
“America” 
Editor-in-Chief, Wilfrid Parsons, SJ 
Radials: 
Public Exchange in News Media 
The New York Times 
The Nation 
The Tablet 
Personal Correspondents and In-
formants for Wilfrid Parsons 
  
The Historic Question (1926-1929): 
“Is There Religious Persecution in Mexico?” 
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“Priest charges that ‘one of the  most savage and bloody 
butcheries of all time’ is going on in Mexico in the  persecution 
of  the Catholics, and that American Newspapers are not 
publishing ‘the truth’ about Mexico.” 
 
The New York Times  
June 9, 1927 
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Reporting the Mexican 
“Question”: 
Center and Radials 
Public History 
Social Reality 
Praxis 
The Catholic Church in North 
America: 
Indigenous or Foreign? 
Reforming the Social Reality: 
The Question of the Church’s Legacy 
Conflict between identity,     
allegiance, and liberty: 
“It seems pretty well established that the Holy See has 
never abandoned the idea of its right to absolve 
citizens of their oath of allegiance, in certain cases at 
least.” 
 
Wilfrid Parsons, SJ  
March 7, 1929 
Place of Catholic Church within 
American and Mexican notions of 
national identity 
Issue brought to the fore by Mexican 
Civil War, Hoover v. Smith          
presidential election, and Lateran 
Treaty 
Post-colonial implications of the 
“Revolution” called into question the 
Church’s function as an indigenous 
or foreign institution 
